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Benigne Irakoze Nitunga sings the National Anthem at the opening of Africa Night 2016. Africa Night is one of the annual diversity events that are held at South Dakota State University to promote the international community.

Travel without the airfare
32 African nations celebrated at Africa Night
NICOLE HAMILTON
Reporter
High above the crowd’s head were brilliant colors
splashed across the flags of the African continent.
Plates were piled high with rice, chicken and a variety of desserts. Music and laughter were fill the
air. This was a celebration of African heritage.
Africa Night 2016 took place 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Feb. 21 in the Volstorff Ballroom and welcomed
community members, students and faculty to celebrate the different cultures of Africa.
The African Students Association (ASA) coordinated the event. Sampson Asare, ASA president,
said the group is “seeking to promote common values on and off campus.” Asare hopes African stu-

dents and other South Dakota State University
students can share common ties that bring everyone together.
There are 32 African nations represented at
SDSU. All of them were celebrated at Africa Night.
The parade of flags showcased each country to
start off the night. In total there are 51 countries
and four territories in Africa.
One example of cultural expression in African culture is dance. The dancers’ gestures all
mean something. Asare said the steps of each type
of dance specifically portray what a person is saying and that it’s “not just a dance.” He also said the
clothing worn is a language with a story to tell.

Continued to A6

PHOTO GALLERY: For more photos from Africa Night, go to sdsucollegian.com

‘Every minute
counts’

SA pushes for AEDs in every
public building on campus
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter
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SDSU alumna thesis ties
South Dakota to the big screen
HANNAH KOELLER
Reporter
The thesis of a South Dakota
State University alumna is gaining notable attention for its connection to a recent award-winning film.
Carol Blackford wrote her
thesis as a comparative study
over “Lord Grizzly” and “The
Big Sky” in 1984. In 2015, “Lord
Grizzly” was adapted into the
award-winning movie “The Revenant.”
“Lord Grizzly,” by Frederick
Manfred, is a biographical novel
written in 1954 about the survival of mountain man Hugh Glass.
Glass was mauled by a bear near
present-day Lemmon, South
Dakota and abandoned by his
fellow travelers who assumed he
wouldn’t survive.
Emmeline Elliott, library operations manager, was familiar with the story of Hugh Glass
and, after seeing “The Revenant,” had an interest sparked in
learning more about this piece
of South Dakota history.
“It’s interesting to have that
connection between the ‘big
screen’ and SDSU,” Elliott said.
“Carol Blackford’s thesis has
gained attention because of public interest in the movie and the
story.”
Despite all the awards and
praise for “The Revenant,”

Blackford said the sensationalism of Hollywood changed the
integrity of what happened to
Glass.
“I thought it was visually
stunning. It was filmed exceptionally well as far as the lighting, the scenery, the costumes,”
Blackford said. “But I felt it was
full of gratuitous violence and
wasn’t true to the story of Hugh
Glass.”
One of the reasons Blackford
felt compelled to write about
both “Lord Grizzly” and “The
Big Sky” was because of the feelings each story left her with.
“The Big Sky,” whose film
version was also “massacred” in
Hollywood, left her with no hope
or feelings of compassion after reading. While “Lord Grizzly,” she felt rejuvenated and full
of spirit.
“If forgiveness was easy it
wouldn’t be a big deal,” Blackford said. “[‘Lord Grizzly’] has
the themes of learning to forgive
other people’s shortcomings.”
This, she said, is another way
the movie veers from the true
story. In “The Revenant,” Glass
becomes a character seeking revenge rather than giving forgiveness.
Even so, Blackford said she
hopes “The Revenant” wins
the top honor at the upcoming
Academy Awards.
“I hope it does [win Best Pic-

ture],” Blackford said. “This will
make people aware of what took
place and put Hugh Glass on the
map.”
She said she wishes South
Dakota was given more credit, but the movie will allow people an insight into both the myth
and the truth of Glass, who she
believes was marginalized by society.
“His story should have been
enough,” Blackford said. “Some
things are perfect … and don’t
need anymore spice.”

Continued to A6
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After the poor adaptation of the movie,
“The Big Sky,” Carol Blackford was
hit with a wave of relief when “The
Revenant” accurately portrayed the book
“Lord Grizzly.”
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SDSU Daily
Crime Log
2.14.16
• 2:46 p.m. @ Ben
Reifel Lot. 2 Drug
Arrests.
2.16.16
• 5 p.m. @ Student
Union. Petty Theft.
2.18.16
• 6:11 a.m. @ Caldwell
Hall. Underage
Consumption.
• 2:06 p.m. @ Solberg
Hall. Petty Theft.
• 10:00 p.m. @ Thorne
Hall. Petty Theft.

Classifieds
HELP WANTED /
SERVICES OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning. Hours from
approx. 5 to 9 p.m.,
1 to 5 days per week
available. For more
information call (605)
690-1554.
WORK STUDY POSITION: Newspaper
carrier wanted. Work
approximately 4 hours
on Wednesdays delivering The Collegian to
more than 100 on and
off campus sites, beginning after 2:00 p.m.
until the delivery route
is completed. Must
have valid driver’s
license. Vehicle will be
provided. Route will
be shared between
two people. Must be
able to lift 10 pounds.
Pay is $10/hour.
Immediate opening
for overnight caregiver and day caregiver. Duties include
light housekeeping,
some cooking, laundry
and caring for elderly.
Alternating weekends
and holiday. Apply in
person at Dakota Sun
Assisted Living, Volga
SD 125 West Second
Ave. Phone number
is (605) 627-9141.
Help Wanted: Carpet
Cleaning Technician.
Temporary position
for summer – May to
August. Will train the
right person. Effective
verbal communication and customer
service required.
$13.00 per hour. Call
605.690.3478

WACIPI

Delores Gabbard performs a traditional dance at the 2016 SDSU Wacipi. This year the theme of the event was “Honoring Our Ancestors Through Education.”
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Pow wow honors American Indian history
SELENA YAKABE
News Editor

Children and adults alike danced to the beat of
drums and sang while the bells on their regalia
jingled during the 25th Annual South Dakota
State University Wacipi Feb. 20.
Wacipi is another way of saying pow wow,
and the event was open to everyone in the community. The event was free to students, children
under 7 years old and people 65 years and older.
“It’s a celebration. You can celebrate the
birth of new life, the passing of a relative, graduations, military service, wopidas (thank you)
of all kinds happen at wacipis,” April Eastman
said, the director of the American Indian Education and Cultural Center (AIECC) and the
planner of the pow wow.
There are a couple different types of pow
wows: the traditional type and the competitive
type. The SDSU Wacipi is a competitive event
where prize money is awarded to the best singers and dancers.
“You hear people say we dance for people
who can’t dance, for people in their family or
in their communities, just celebrating the fact
that we’re still here. I think that’s something we
don’t talk about quite enough,” Eastman said.
“There has to be a balance in everything. We
can’t honor the good things that happen to us
without honoring the bad things that have happened in our history. We are taught to acknowledge all parts of our story.”
The regalia dancers wear varies and may be
specific to their family or to their tribe or region, Eastman said. Their story can be all over
on their regalia, but we may not know what it
is. There is a reason or story for the colors and
designs.
Some of the common elements of the headdresses were porcupine quills, and common ele-

ments of the rest of the regalia were eagle feathers and bells. Some dancers donned the more
contemporary neon-colored regalia while others decided to wear more neutral colors.
A crowd of about 300 people attended the
event. There were 15 drums as well as 11 vendors selling primarily jewelry and other knickknacks--even honey.
Eastman said the event was larger than
what she expected. This was the first year it has
been held in the Volstorff Ballroom.
“We thought the high end would be eight
drums,” Eastman said.
The American Indian Student Association,
Brookings Visitors Promotion Fund, SDSU Diversity Office and the AIECC provided financial
support and Tiospaye council members gave
some donations for the Elderly room, but as far
as planning goes, Eastman did the majority of it
with assistance from the AIECC secretary, Lila
Grebner.
“It’s a lot of responsibility to plan an event of
that magnitude, and not one that we want our
students to carry,” Eastman said. “Our students
are showing more interest in exploring leadership development opportunities, both on and
off campus.”
Ideally, Eastman said, there would be multiple entities involved in the planning of such a
large event, and often times people want to help
but they don’t know how or don’t know who to
contact. They had several non-Native volunteers from Ruth Harper’s counseling and human resource development class.
“We had amazing head staff [announcer, arena director, head judges] that guided us
when we had questions during the planning
stages and the day of the wacipi,” Eastman said.
Throughout the event, there were several kinds of dances: the intertribal dance, men’s
traditional dance, men’s fancy dance, men’s

grass dance, women’s traditional dance, women’s fancy dance, jingle dress dance and other
special dances. There was also an informal dinner at 5 p.m., which was included with the cost
of admission.
“That’s typical with tribal events that you
provide a meal,” Eastman said.
The pow wow has the potential to be more
than a celebration for students.
“It’s an opportunity to learn and see,” Eastman said. “There is so much more than just
dancing that happens at a wacipi.”
For Marisa Hare, treasurer of the American
Indian Student Services (AISS), this was her
first year helping with the wacipi.
Part of her role in the wacipi was to carry
the flags in the grand entry, run the AISS booth,
talk to alumni and participate in the honoring
for the administration and retirees.
“I like how it is about coming together as a
community to dance and talk with everyone,
see how they’re doing and enjoy their company,”
Hare said.
Sherri Hall, a senior history major with a
minor in American Indian studies, has been a
long time attendee of the event.
“I’ve gone to a few wacipis in the past and
I love them. I try to make it whenever I can.
They’re fun events to come to, just to sit and
watch the dances,” Hall said.
Although the event is open to everyone and
the AIECC attempts to promote inclusiveness,
Eastman said a lot of students don’t think they
can attend. This year, even though it was held
in the Student Union, there weren’t as many
students in attendance as she had hoped.
“Hopefully we’ll get to a place where we’ll
see more than just a handful of non-Native students going to the event,” Eastman said.

HOUSING FOR
RENT / SALE
3 bedroom duplex for
rent. Available June 1,
2016 for 1 year. Walking distance to campus and downtown,
305 Harvey Dunn St.
Rent $900/mo. Contact text number is
605-690-1257.
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Boston Wright in his regalia at the 2016 SDSU Wacipi on
Saturday, Feb. 20 at Brookings, SDSU.
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Samantha Sevier dances in her regalia at the 2016 SDSU
Wacipi in the Volstorff Ballroom in Brookings, South
Dakota.
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Lawrence Ducheneaux wears his regalia at the 2016 SDSU
Wacipi in Brookings, South Dakota.

National blue and corn gold: FFA Week 2016
NICOLE HAMILTON
Reporter
The Agriculture Education/Collegiate Future Farmers of America (CFFA) club is busy wearing national blue and corn gold
during National FFA Week Feb. 20
through Feb. 27. The club will advocate for agriculture throughout
the week to celebrate.
Club President Henry Goeden
said this year’s FFA week will be
different because the National FFA
Adviser Steve Brown will come to
speak during an agriculture education professional development
event. Brown works for the U. S.
Department of Education as an ed-

ucation program specialist and is a
part of the National FFA Board of
Directors.
CFFA will also visit Brookings
Mickelson Middle School during
FFA week to expose students to agriculture, Goeden said. The club
will be present throughout the day
to speak about opportunities in agriculture.
Scott Smalley, the adviser for
the SDSU CFFA chapter, said
CFFA promotes more than just agriculture. The club also focuses on
service, leadership and team building. The club accepts all majors.
“I think it is good to have in
the broader sense,” Smalley said.
“Good to have that social atmo-

sphere and connectivity to other
majors.”
CFFA is an extension of high
school FFA chapters. Club member
Madison Schafer, an agricultural
communication freshman, said the
club has the same values and goals
as high school FFA, but the club
goes about it in different ways.
The club holds career development events, does community service and goes to “Ag Day” at the Pavilion in Sioux Falls.
One of the largest events the
club puts on is the Jackrabbit Invite in November, Kasey Schmidt
said, a member of the club and
sophomore agricultural education major. About 500 FFA mem-

bers from South Dakota come to
Brookings to compete in competitions that test their leadership
skills. Students compete in events
such as public speaking, parliamentary procedure, agriculture
sales and job interview.
National FFA Week falls on
the week of George Washington’s
birthday to honor his legacy as an
agriculturist and farmer, according
to the National FFA Organization.
Schmidt, who was the parliamentary procedure chair for the
Jackrabbit Invite, said she loves
celebrating FFA Week even though
she’s in college. “I wear blue and
gold every day.”
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>> AED
Continued from A1
The UPD funds would have every UPD vehicle driving equipped with an AED on board
so the responding officer to an incident would
not have to wait any longer to use one, if
needed.
“My idea is to get the affordable ones to
be able to transport out in [UPD] vehicles
when they’re out on the road … [however],
that doesn’t solve the problem completely because the officers can’t always be everywhere,”
Chief of Safety and Security UPD Timothy
Heaton said. “I’m a supporter, it’s something
you don’t need often but when you need it I
would rather have it than not have it.”
One recent UPD occurrence, a man called
the campus blue light due to a cardiac emergency had an officer arrive at the scene before
the ambulance.
“We have to wonder how much easier it
would have been if the officer would have had
an AED on him,” Heaton said. “I think anything that can save a life is worth the cost,
[although] it isn’t something that’s an everyday occurrence.”
Because officers can’t respond right away,
AEDs today are designed so that anyone can
use them on an individual in need. Once
powered on, the device has an automated
voice command that instructs the operator on
exactly what to do.
SA Sen. Nathan Smith, a pharmacy major, brought this resolution idea to the table
after a number of suggestions and other outside proposals, according to SA President Caleb Finck, and they hope it being passed will
allow SA to work with other committees to
move this process along.
“I think that it will get enacted in the near
future … until someone said something I never took the initiative to look around and see
where the AEDs on campus are,” Finck said.
“We can bring attention to a pretty serious
cause. We want them to start thinking about
getting a plan so in the future we can have at
least one in each building.”
One voice that helped push for this resolution came from the College of Nursing,
which had the healthcare knowledge to know
the impacts of an AED and why a shortage of
them can be dangerous.
“It’s been a long time coming, I’m glad
they’re agreeing with us that we need more
AEDs on campus … we wanted one [AED]
available for our college, [and] being
health-oriented we should be paving the way
for other colleges,” Ela Nielsen said, the president of Nursing Student Association and a

junior nursing major. “As a public university
there should be [an AED] in every building,
if not on every floor. The more accessible you
have one, the more likely you are to save their
life … every minute counts.”
The voice of a paramedic who deals with
AEDs regularly echoed Nielsen’s sentiments
on the devices, but also understands that they
are not cheap pieces of equipment.
“Time is of the essence, for every 60 seconds that goes by, the person loses 10 percent
of their chance to survive, so that makes it a
little more realistic and if you have this you
wouldn’t have to wait on someone to come
across campus to get [an AED],” paramedic and Brookings Health System ambulance
director Gordon Dekkenga said. “It’s a lot of
buildings, but it’s a good progressive plan. I
have been in situations where there wasn’t
an AED so the people on the scene did have
to wait, and that happens … $1,200 is quite a
reasonable price if it does its job once.”
Dekkenga uses an AED two to four times
each month to help save patients’ lives. While
the current AEDs on campus are not used
frequently, Dekkenga said the price of one is
“quite reasonable if it does its job once.”
While it will take a large amount of funding to get $123,000 worth of AEDs for SDSU,
passionate students for this resolution, such
as Nielsen, would not think twice about investing in life-saving tools. In the meantime,
however, funding is being looked into and
current AED awareness is increasing.
“I do think it’s worth the cost – it’s not
something that’s going to happen over night
… if they save one life, that’s priceless,” Nielsen said. “They [the school] should take that
responsibility to protect their students … they
should also be educating their students where
these resources are for them.”
SA is fully behind seeing this resolution
enacted, hopefully, in the next two to three
years, Finck said. They want to get a funding plan set in action to get traction on implementing more AEDs.
“It depends on how serious the university gets on doing it … I don’t know if they can
get it all done in one year, but maybe a two or
three-year role in where we spend an amount
of dollars to get these in here,” Finck said.
SA believes AED location awareness and
UPD officers carrying them are the best places to start a phase-in of this resolution.
While there is not currently a payment
plan setup to enact this resolution, Finck is
confident that one will be in the near future.
This payment plan will cover initial costs of
the AEDs, installation fees and annual maintenance fees.

How to use an AED:

TEDxSDState holds first event,
looks toward bright future
SELENA YAKABE
News Editor

“We want an outlet for people’s
ideas to be known. We want to make
sure that SDSU students in particular have the opportunity to be a part
of the TEDx community and we want
to make sure we keep the energy going
from TEDxBrookings,” Peterson said.
Peterson said she wants everyone
to walk away knowing their idea is
meaningful.
“I hope that the audience gets a
better understanding of the world
around them, I hope they leave our
event with connections to help them
further their career or their well-being,” Peterson said.
TEDxSDState is in the beginning
stages, and planning the event has
been a learning process, Peterson said.
“We’ve been trailblazing,” Peterson
said. “Each step of this event has been
completely new.”
The most important part, Peterson
said, was to find the speakers.
“We want to make sure they are
unique innovative ideas that open
people’s minds,” Peterson said.
The event consisted of six speakers
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with an intermission in between. The
six speakers were: Peter Dvoracek,
Elizabeth Droke, B. Lynn Gordon, AnCommunity members and students
drea and Beth Mayrose, Josh Reineke
were invited to expand their minds at
and Travis Adler.
the first TEDxSDState event Feb. 20
They each spoke about the posiin the basement of the South Dakota
tive benefits of wilderness expeditions,
Art Museum.
therapy dogs and suicide prevention,
“TED is an organization with the
the importance of personality assessmission to spread ideas,” said Shanell
ments, cultural perspectives and the
Peterson, president of the TEDxSDability to be open minded, nano parState club.
ticle cancer research and the Internet
This is accomplished through hostcurrency Bitcoin, respectively.
ing events and posting videos of those
After Peter Dvoracek, a freshman
events on the Internet to generate
biology and secondary education maconversation. The theme of the first
jor, went on wilderness expeditions in
event was “expand.”
Canada. He gained benefits from the
“We wanted to encapsulate what a
experience, and he believes other peocollege does,” Peterson said. “People’s
ple would gain something from simiminds and perceptions are expanding
lar expeditions.
and we wanted to reflect that.”
“This would bring us together as
The organization was started by
one human species, and we would all
Peterson and a friend Spring 2015,
benefit from that,” Dvoracek said.
and ever since, they have been workElizabeth Droke, an associate proing to put on the six-speaker event,
fessor at SDSU, said interaction with
Peterson said. The goal is to have an
therapy dogs can reduce blood presevent each spring to complement the
sure, improve moods and can lead to
TEDxBrookings events in the fall.
decreased symptoms of depression
and anxiety.
“The first semester is
very stressful, or can be
stressful for that individual because they are transitioning to a new lifestyle,”
Droke said.
These dogs, or cats, help
those who lack adequate
coping skills, Droke said.
Travis Adler, a senior
business economics major, presented on Bitcoin.
The online currency is one
of the “biggest economic
innovations” he’s seen because it’s fluid and decreases fraud.
“I just want to make
people aware that the way
we use money on the Internet is beginning to evolve
and change, so that, when
it happens, they’re not
afraid of it and embrace it,”
Adler said. “These things
are going to change the way
we do business.”
The goal of the TEDxSDState was to give students in particular the opportunity to be a part of the
TEDx community, so the
TedxSDState organization
tried to find speakers tied
to the university, Peterson
said. They hope to incorporate new ideas into their
events and continually improve.
“I don’t know where
KAITLYN ABRAHAMSON • The Collegian
the future of TED lies,” PeAndrea and Beth Mayrose speak about cultural expansion at the first TEDxSDState event last week. TEDxSDState
terson said. “But it will be
hopes to have a talk every spring to pair with TEDxBrookings events in the fall.
awesome, I promise.”

Determine if the victim is in SCA. A person in SCA
will not respond when you try to shake him or her.

Check for breathing by listening next to the victim’s mouth and looking for chest movement.
Use your defibrillator only if the victim is not
responding, not moving and not breathing normally or not breathing at all. If in doubt, use your
defibrillator.
Place your defibrillator near the victim and on
the side next to you. Press the ON/OFF button to
pen the lid and turn on your defibrillator. Remain
calm. Your defibrillator will guide you through the
defibrillation process.

Expose the victim’s chest. If the chest is excessively
hairy, quickly shave the hair in the area where you
will place the pads. If the chest is dirty or wet, wipe
the chest clean and dry. If there are medicine patches on the victim’s chest, remove them.

Hold down the left side of the electrode packet
with one hand and pull the red packet handle
down with the otther. The electrode packet tears
open. Tear open the packet completely to remove
the pads. A small piece of the packet will remain
attached to your defibrillator.
Collegian graphic by Douglas Geyer

‘We just
approved a
$2 million check’
SA approves allocations for
Student Union, Wellness Center
MAKENZIE HUBER
News Editor
The Students’ Association allocated more than $2
million to the Student Union and the Wellness
Center Monday, Feb. 22.
“We just approved a $2 million check,” said vice
president Matt Dahle after the allocations were
voted on. Not many people can do that, he said.
The money allocated to the Student Union for
the next fiscal year, $1,107,949, will cover what the
facility needs to run, including staff payment, projects and renovations.
Jennifer Novotny, director of Student Activities, said they are “looking to be very moderate
over the next year for any major repairs.”
Last year a large amount was requested to cover projects around the building, including a major
project to replace the then 20-year-old Union roof.
The Senate allocated $898,797 to the Wellness
Center for the next fiscal year.
Both buildings are part of the tier one group
for SA budget allocations. The allocations to this
group are some of the most important decisions
made by SA, according to some senators.
“You could replace the word ‘tier’ with ‘priority,’” Sen. Nick Lorang said.
In other business, SA passed two ordinances creating a Students’ Association Adviser of the
Year award, 15-03-O, and Graduate Teaching Assistant of the Year award, 15-04-O.
Amendment 15-07-A, which ensures each candidate running for Students’ Association has a
professional stock photo used for the election. The
measure intends to create consistency between
how candidates are represented.
The Sri Lanka Student Association and Honors Hall Government constitutions were approved
as well.
The Senate had its first reading of 15-18-R:
Students’ Association Request for an Adequate
Easter Break. The resolution supports an extended holiday break
In Committee Reports, Dahle informed senators about how the South Dakota Board of Regents is look at ending Minnesota-South Dakota
reciprocity as well as a request from the University
of South Dakota for students from Iowa to pay instate rates.
Adviser Doug Wermedal informed students
about a $25,000 pilot program grant SDSU is trying to receive. The pilot program would track students’ activity and social norms relative to exercise
and calorie consumption. The program would use
tracking devices similar to Fitbits.
“If we get the grant and the pilot goes well, the
place where we issued cowbells at the beginning of
last year to students, we’d be issuing those tracker
devices to everybody,” Wermedal said.
Wermedal said the university should hear back
about the grant within 60 days.
The next SA meeting will be Monday, Feb.
29 at 7 p.m. in the Lewis and Clark room in The
Union.
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Issue:

The South
Dakota House of
Representatives
passed a bill to
raise sales tax by
a half a cent to
increase teacher
salaries.

Editorial

Teachers are finally getting the treatment they deserve
Teachers are the foundation of education. A teacher does
more than just give information
to students. They are responsible
for teaching lessons that are not
part of a curriculum and now
the South Dakota House of Representatives passed a bill that
will recognize how important
teachers are in the state.
Everyone has had at least one
teacher who they will remember
forever. That teacher made an
impact on them as a student, individual and citizen.
Out of the 50 states and
Puerto Rico, South Dakota pays
their teachers the least and why?
Aren’t teachers just important in
South Dakota as anywhere else?
South Dakota has finally
made an attempt to rectify this
problem. The bill states sales
tax will increase by half a cent
and those funds will then go to
teacher salary. Increasing the

sales tax will amount to $107.4
million in the 2017 fiscal year.
This tax will increase teacher salary to an average $48,500
compared to approximately
$30,000, according to the National Association of Education
website.
We, at The Collegian, believe
that this bill is a good idea which
will only reap benefits. For the
past year, university students
across the state and teachers
have been in the media speaking
about low teacher pay. The state
is now aware of the low teacher salary and something is finally being done.
As college students, this is
something we should be concerned about because if teachers
are paid a low salary in South
Dakota then they will leave
when they graduate. The mass
exodus of teachers will cause the
quality of education to decrease

because teachers are having to
cover subjects they are not qualified to teach and they are being
overworked.
The only argument to this
bill was that funding could be
found without having to raise
sales tax, but where would those
funds come from? If this bill
goes through the Senate, this is
the first time since 1969 since
the state has raise sales tax and
it was for teachers, the individuals who are educating South Dakota’s children and the leaders of
tomorrow.
While this bill is not perfect,
it is still a step in the right direction. This bill will help to establish the importance of education
in South Dakota. The House
passing this bill is just one of the
many battles to increase teacher
pay, but the war is not over.

Stance:
This bill shows
the importance
of educators in
the state which
has been ignored
before now.

The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Are dating relationships
important?

Jacks
React!

“Yes. By dating someone, you
get to learn about them. And it
gives you the opportunity to learn
about a different individual other
than yourself.”

Alex Cain

Undeclared

Freshman

“I think it is important. Later in
my life, I want to have a family,
but before that, I need to have
an intimate relationship with
someone. It is also good to get to
know people.”

“Yes. I think it is important to
see what kind of qualities you
want in an eventual marriage
partner. And I think having that
companionship will help one grow
as a person.”

Jayma Benda

Megan Boston

Sophomore

Senior

Family Consumer Sciences

“It depends. Not really I suppose.
Sometimes relationships are good, but
other times different things are just
more important.”

Asuka Ohno

HDFS

Exercise Science

Freshman

Breakups: Life’s roundabout way of making you happy
JORDAN BIERBRAUER
Opinion Editor
Almost everyone has received that one text message.
The text that makes your hand
start trembling. The text that
immediately puts a lump in
your throat. The text that slowly brings tears to your eyes. The
dreaded, horrible, pain-inducing
“We need to talk” text.
This text is almost always the
precursor to a breakup. Chances are a majority of us in college have had at least one relationship that ended in a breakup. Now, some breakups are not
as dramatic or painful as others,
but the underlying truth about
breakups is that they suck. They
suck a whole lot and can have a
huge mental and physical toll on
an individual.
A 2010 study from the Journal of Neurophysiology found
that individuals actually felt
physical pain when they were
shown a picture of an ex, which
can be credited to the fact that
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emotional and physical pain
share neural pathways in the
brain.
On top of that, Medical Daily went on to say how a breakup will cause the brain to release
the stress hormone cortisol,
which in turn causes one going
through a breakup to experience
sleeplessness, decreased critical
thinking and weight gain.
Personally, I have experienced everything these two examples talk about. I have been
through breakups that have absolutely shattered me. It may
be because I am more sensitive
than the typical guy, but breakups cause me to lose sleep, lose
weight and just kind of mess up
my entire routine for awhile.
Essentially, for me, and perhaps for some of you reading
this, a breakup causes me to shut
down. When everyone wants to
know what happened and if I’m
okay, all I really want is to not
talk to anyone and just listen to
Four Tet’s song “She Just Likes
to Fight” on repeat. Seriously,
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look that song up--great breakup song.
But even though that is all
I want to do, I do not do that.
That is how the old me handled
a breakup. Sure, breakups still
devastate me, but I have learned
to actually sort of appreciate
them.
When a breakup happens,
people still long for their ex at
some degree, even if they broke
it up. People long for familiarity
and consistency, so when that is
disrupted it is incredibly hard to
deal with. I will have this longing for an ex after a breakup,
but it never lasts long because I
know that life goes on.
I have started to think about
it like this: when dating someone, it will either end in a breakup or marriage. So if a breakup
occurs, that just means that person was not the right one, and
someone better for me is coming. When I think about it like
this, I do not get distraught over
a breakup for long anymore because I know that I will find

someone else. I know I will not
die alone, and something great
will come into my life.
And I believe breakups make
me stronger. I am always able to
learn from a breakup. I can reflect what was good about the
relationship and what was bad
about it, and then I can try to
improve the next time around.
And a breakup forces one to pick
themselves back up. Rising from
a breakup is incredibly hard, but
once an individual does so, it
shows that he or she can persevere through despair.
Honestly, I think that breakups are a blessing. They give an
individual the chance to learn
about themselves, to reflect on
what they really want in a significant other and, in some cases,
can get a person out of a bad or
doomed relationship.
And after reading this, if you
are still thinking that a breakup
is the end of the world, and that
your ex was your forever, think
about how “forever” may just be
your “freshman year of college
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forever.” Forever is a long time,
and there is plenty of it to throw
around. Someone else will come
along and hopefully will be the
forever you are looking for.
Breakups suck and will always suck. Breakups will always
bring you on an emotional rollercoaster, much like an episode
of Grey’s Anatomy, and there is
no changing that fact, but what
helps me through them is thinking how happy I have made the
wrong person, and then relating
that to how happy I will make
the right person. And I know
whoever I settle down with, I am
going to make them the happiest person in the world (personal
life goal right there).
The right person is out there
for everyone, we just need to endure all the heartbreak along the
way until the right person can
help us repair it.
Jordan Bierbrauer is the Opinion Editor for The Collegian and can
be reached at jbierbrauer@sdsucollegian.com.
Letters to the Editor
Send letters to letters@
sdsucollegian.com
or to USU 069 Box
2815, Brookings, S.D.
57006. You can also
post comments online
at www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to less
than 250 words.
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Finding “The One”
LAUREN KREMER
Columnist
You’re back home for break and
you just know someone is going to
ask why another family dinner has
gone by without a significant other by your side. You laugh off the
jokes when your parents assume
you’re hiding your secret love back
at school and then quickly change
the subject.
It’s the typical assumption
that, like your parents, you’ll meet
the love of your life while away at
school. And I’m here to tell you that
it doesn’t have to be that way.
Having never been in a relationship, I assumed college would
be the perfect time to find that special someone. It was almost as if
the minute I graduated high school
I was ready to leave behind immature guys and find myself a mature,
handsome and intellectual college
guy. As dumb as it may be, I legitimately thought I was going to find
“the one” almost instantly.
My freshman year is coming to
an end and I still haven’t found my
perfect match--and I’m OK with
that.
The thing is, you can’t force it.
You can’t force love to come your
way. Mr. Cupid doesn’t work that
way.
The bow and arrow of love will
hit you when you least expect it.
Maybe it’ll happen tomorrow when
you’re at your next dentist appointment check up or spontaneously
when you drop your pencil in the library.
It will be when you least expect
it, and that’s the beauty of life. It’s
reassuring to know that our plan for
love, for anything really, is already

predetermined for us.
An event that occurs in our life
happens exactly when it’s supposed
to. But it’s up to us to believe in that
and to understand every decision
we make is eventually going to lead
us to something far greater than we
could’ve imagined.
I won’t lie and say not having a
significant other is the most liberating experience. I would love to share
a life with someone who makes me
laugh, knows how I like my coffee in
the mornings and accepts all of my
little quirks. I look forward to the
day when I get to look at someone
with the same sparkle as my parents
do when they see each other. Who
wouldn’t want that?
Of course I worry, like a lot of
students, that when I start my senior year what happens if I still have
not found the mature and intellectual relationship I’ve been looking for?
The good thing is, a relationship does not define you. Just because you may not be engaged or
successfully in a relationship by the
“perfect” or “normal” period simply
means something else is of more importance at the moment.
So, the next time grandma
makes a snide comment about your
love life, remember that “the one”
for you could be waiting at your
next dental appointment or carefully perfecting the moment to finally
have the courage to ask you out after work.
Waiting gives you a lifetime of
butterflies, genuine smiles and years
of blissful mornings waking up next
to the love of your life.
Lauren Kremer is an HDFS major
at SDSU and can be reached at lauren.
kremer@jacks.sdstate.edu.
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Little things are really big things
when it comes to relationships
KENDRA DAVIS
Columnist
When I was growing up,
I was with my grandparents most of the time. Even
though I am older now, I am
at my grandma’s house more
than I am at my own house
when I go home to visit. I
have always loved spending
time with them. I consider
my grandma one of my best
friends.
One of the things I loved
the most about being with
my grandma and grandpa
was seeing the love they had
for each other. My grandparents had a relationship like
no other.
It was unique; it was admirable; it was old-fashioned
and it was pretty perfect.
When they began their
relationship back in the 40’s,
things were much different.
There was no texting, no online dating and no social media.
Things had to be different, you actually had to talk
to the person you were interested in face-to-face. The
things you did mattered because you did not get to talk
to them all of the time.
I wish that dating could
be like it used to be, where
dating was actually dating
and not just talking or hanging out. Actually going places, spending time together and getting to know each

other means a lot to a person.
It not only allows you to
get to know the person on a
deeper level, but you can also
have fun while doing it.
I think that some of the
most important things in a
relationship are being forgotten. The little things matter. To me, it’s not the big
things that matter. Yes, they
are nice, but I do not need
big extravagant things in a
relationship to be happy.
Doing the little things
shows how much you care.
Gestures speak so much
louder than words. I think
our generation has forgotten this.
I can remember while
growing up, my grandpa and
grandma always did little
things for each other.
Almost every holiday or
birthday my grandpa would
get a corsage for my grandma to wear to church or out
to different places. He liked
to be sneaky about it too. He
would hide the flowers in
various places – the fridge,
mailbox, etc.
My grandma has made
my grandpa a heart-shaped
chocolate cake with fluffy
white frosting every year
on Valentine’s Day now for
more than sixty years. She
did not have to do so, but she
knew he liked the cake and
she liked to show how much
she cared.

I, like many other people,
am a sucker for both flowers and cake, so either one of
these would make someone
extremely happy.
You can show you care
in many ways. The important thing is that you find out
what works for your relationship. Make it a rule that one
night a week, you and your
significant other have a date
night together. It does not
have to be anything extravagant, just do something special with each other.
Two of the most important things in a relationship are trust and communication. Make sure that you
have those and the rest will
come.
It is important to show
how much you care. Just remember, the little things are
the big things.
They matter more than
you think they would.
Just remember my
grandma and grandpa. They
did not have to do the things
they did for each other. They
did them because they wanted to and it made both of
them happy to do so.
Get to know the person
you are with, and do not forget the little things.
Kenda Davis is an agricultural communications major
at SDSU and can be reached at
kendra.davis@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Self-worth is something that doesn’t have a price
KATIE GEBAUER
Senior Visual Editor
We live in a society where the
minute you step out of the comfort of your home, judgment begins. As unfortunate as that
sounds, it’s the harsh truth. Every day as women and men walk
across the South Dakota State
campus, we are under the scrutiny of every person we pass.
A result of this scrutiny
is constantly questioning every bit of ourselves. Am I pretty enough? Skinny enough? Are
my thighs too big? Too thin? The
questions go on and on. So eventually I start to question myself,
what is my worth?
Monday, Feb. 22 I attended a philanthropy event at Jacks’
Place in the basement of The
Union. It was an event being
held to raise money for Relay For
Life by a sorority on campus. I
am an advocate for raising mon-

ey for people in need; however,
I do not support a charity date
auction.
The first time I heard of this
event, I Googled what it was. A
charity date auction is a fundraiser event that benefits a local
nonprofit organization. Bidders
have the opportunity to “purchase” a date. So what does the
term “date” imply? Now when I
think of going on a date, I envision a fun and new experience
but when I think of the word
“auction,” what comes to mind is
different.
When I hear the word auction, I think of this country’s history. I think back to the numerous lessons I’ve learned throughout my education about slavery
and prostitution. When I think
of an auction I also think of objects. When I was 10 years old
I went to a silent auction with
my dad for antique furniture. As
each object was placed on the

stage, the bidding continued. I
watched and waited. After an
item is bought at an auction, it is
required to be given to the highest bidder—and that’s where a
date auction starts to bother me.
A date that is sold in the
context of a date auction is not
even a date anymore because
there is a sense of obligation,
social pressures and awkward
agreements. It is not a date; it is
a debt to be paid.
Not only am I disappointed in this fake idea of a date. I’m
saddened by how it could be affecting the young women and
men on stage.
If you know me personally,
you know that I am a very outgoing and understanding person. I love joking around and
giving my friends a hard time,
but during a date auction is not
the time to say, “Netflix and chill
is one D away from Netflix and
child.”

Unfortunately, it was.
A group of four young women was sold for $100 total, which
puts each girl at $25, whereas another young woman was
bought alone for $220. As a result, what made the winning bidder decide to spend more money for her?
What decides a person’s
worth? How did the group of
girls feel knowing that their
worth was a fraction of what
the other girl was worth? Did it
bother them too or was it OK because the money went to philanthropy?
I don’t have the answers
to these questions but what I
do know is, the bidders determined the worth of their potential dates.
The feelings of low selfworth are damaging but too
common at this age. In college,
we are supposed to be encouraged and supported. We are sup-

posed to be finding ourselves
and who we want to be in life.
We should constantly be searching to determine our own worth.
Low self-esteem could lead to
depression, discouragement,
fear, anxiety, sensitivity, mixed
emotions and emotional unengagement, but the list goes on
and on.
As I sat and watched the
date auction, I couldn’t help but
be disheartened at the moral
and principle necessity of the entire event. So next year, around
this time when the date auction occurs again, hopefully students will reconsider what they
are portraying when placing that
bid.
Katie Gebauer is a graphic design
major at SDSU and can be reached
at kgebauer@sdsucollegian.com.
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>> AFRICA NIGHT
Continued from A1
With bright colors and flowing
shirts, the outfits were traditional clothing from the different
countries.
Five different dances were
performed, ranging from solo
acts to group performances. One
group played drums and got the
crowd involved by having them
dance to the beat of the music.
Another dance consisted of couples dancing to traditional and
current music.
For Kalabe Kassa, the food is
one of his favorite things. Kassa, a sophomore economics and
business major, was born in
Ethiopia, but his family moved

The Collegian • News
to Nevada when he was seven
years old. He said Africa Night
makes an impact on campus.
“People will have a better understanding of African students,”
Kassa said.
Kenny Diaminda, a sophomore mechanical engineer, said
he enjoys learning about the different cultures within Africa
outside of the country he came
from. Diaminda grew up in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
but now lives in Sioux Falls.
“A lot of people don’t show
the good side of Africa,” Diaminda said.
There is a lot more about Africa aside from what the media
shows, he said. People assume
Africans don’t have cars or even
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clothes, for example. He is glad
Africa Night is helping to show
the better side of Africa.
Sophomore agricultural business major Trenton Hofer went
to the event for the first time this
year. He said it was “cool” to see
the international students get
excited to “show their stuff ” and
perform in The Union all week.
“I have a good friend who is
African, and I wanted to learn
about his culture,” Hofer said.
Asare said SDSU has been
welcoming to African students.
SDSU has become more of a
family and he was excited to
share the rich heritage of Africa with the campus. Asare said,
“We are one world, one love.
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Program host Oluwatobi Odeleye introduces a performance at the 2016 Africa Night at
South Dakota State University in Brookings, South Dakota on Sunday, Feb. 21.
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Raymond Opoku dances on the stage at the end of the 2016 Africa Night at South Dakota State University in Brookings, South
Dakota on Sunday, Feb. 21.

German club plans to
continue expanding
HANNAH KOELLER
Reporter
South Dakota State University’s German
club is small, but it is steadily growing
after restarting in the fall of 2015.
Emily DeWaard and Destinie Marshall, current president and vice president, decided to start the club again after the previous president left SDSU.
“Emily and I studied in Germany this
last summer and we wanted to have a
club,” Marshall said, a senior business
economics and German major.
Though the club does not have any
events planned for the semester, the
main goal for now is to start small and
spark interest for new members.
Meetings this year include having
a movie night, baking German cookies
and eating together at Pizza King.
“We enjoy being small, we can do
a lot of different things since we are
small,” Marshall said. “It’s nice to meet
people and really be able to get to know
them.”
Students don’t have to know the language or enroll in a German class to attend club meetings, according to the
Faculty Adviser Eckhard Rolz.
Rolz said of the 10 members who
regularly attend meetings, they enjoy
each other’s company and like to have
fun together.
“Some activities focus on German
life, culture, customs and films and music, but other times they plan activities
that have nothing to do with Germany,”
Rolz said. “The meetings are informal

and fun.”
Students more advanced in the language also help others with homework
and give advice on how to succeed in
learning a foreign language.
Rolz said although he is the faculty adviser, the club is very much student-run.
“The leadership is very independent,
self-motivated and dedicated,” Rolz said.
“I just provide some guidance and make
sure they have good, wholesome activities.”
Even though no long range plans are
set, the club hopes to become more involved off-campus as well.
“Our adviser is very active in doing
service projects in the Brookings community,” Marshall said. “We plan in the
future to volunteer together as an organization.”
While the club is gaining momentum, the amount of German students is
also steadily growing, according to DeWaard, a sophomore English and history major.
“We’re a tight-knit group, so things
are pretty steady,” DeWaard said. “German club is an open group to anybody.
It’s a chance for students interested in
travel and other cultures to get together
and hang out.”
The club’s Facebook page, SDSU
Deutsch Klub, has more information
about the monthly meetings.
German club meetings are the third
Wednesday of each month at different
locations.
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Africa Night offers guests a variety of traditional foods from around the continent. The
choices included meals with rice and chicken.

>> REVENANT
Continued from A1
Her thesis, which took about a year to
write, is now available on South Dakota
State’s new institutional repository where
all theses and dissertations written at the
university will be posted and available
to download for research amongst other things.
“Scholarship is built upon scholarship,” said Michael Biondo, the institutional repository coordinator. “The bread
and butter of any university is electronic

thesis and dissertation.”
Blackford’s thesis was brought to the
attention of those working in the library
archives and repository when KSFY interviewed her about it in the library.
SDSU’s repository is the first of its
kind available in South Dakota, and it’s
not limited to only graduate-level student
work.
Faculty research, papers, data and any
sort of scholarly or creative output can
and will be posted on the site.
Blackford’s interview with KSFY will
air following the Academy Awards Feb.
28.
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Several performers provide base support as other acrobats balance upon them in a symmetrical formation. This is one of the many incredible stunts that the Peking Acrobats performed.

World-renowned acrobats stun crowd

A lifetime of training prepares the Peking Acrobats to take the Performing
Arts Center stage in a series of extreme balancing acts and stunts
IAN LACK
Lifestyles Reporter
Music calms to a silence as
the lights dim. Audience members hush and take their seats
in the main floor and the balconies. Eyes shift to the performance stage as the spotlight
moves toward its center. The
audience waits for performers
to emerge and begin the show.
But, suddenly performers in
Chinese lion costumes emerge
from the same doors audience
members entered to the Larson Memorial Concert Hall in
the Performing Arts Center.
They weave their way through
the crowd and begin to perform
balancing acts and aerial stunts
in the bright yellow costumes.
This is Peking Acrobatics,
a troupe of 25 Chinese acrobats including tumblers, contortionists, jugglers, cyclists and
gymnasts. Their performers
are from across China and are
hand-selected to be part of the
world touring performance.
Celebrating their 30th Anniversary Tour, the troupe was

booked to perform at the PAC
about two years ago. The troupe
is booked to perform in more
than 15 other states as well as
locations in Canada.
Peking Acrobatics is one the
most sold-out acrobatic performance shows around the
world, with past performances in America, Europe, Asia and
appearing in Hollywood Films
and on the Ellen show.
The group was formed in
1986. The full-time performers
range in age from 16 to 25, as 16
is considered the age of emancipation in China.
Cynthia Dike-Hughes,
co-producer of Peking Acrobatics, said the performers are
trained in specialized schools
in China where they spend the
morning learning in classrooms
and afternoons practicing their
trade. This training begins at
around age five with the performers being masters of their
trade by 16.
“The most fascinating part
of the show is the innovation of
the artists. They are constantly upping the ante on their acts,

and making them more exciting
and thrilling, year after year,”
said Cynthia Dike-Hughes,
co-producer of Peking Acrobatics.
Each performer is versed in
a specific routine and practices to maintain his or her expertise in this.
“They [routines] are then
incorporated into the other acts
in the show, so everyone participates in the overall performance,” Dike-Hughes said.
This performance, among

“

I think that what draws a
lot of people to the acts is
the danger.
Mindy Newman

SDSU graduate

many others that appear at
the PAC, was sponsored by an
anonymous donor, who provided performance, travel and
lodging expenses. Because of
these paid expenses, all pro-

SDSU hosts pageant of
confidence and class
ALLISON CHRISTENSON
Lifestyles Reporter
Doner Auditorium will host an event of
glitz and glam where young women will compete for one of three titles qualifying them for
the 70th annual Miss South Dakota pageant.
Executive Director Cecilia Knutson said
there are 13 competitors for the titles of Miss
SDSU, Miss Brookings and Miss Dakota
Plains. Ninety women have been crowned since
the pageant’s beginning in 1949, and three
more will be crowned this year.
In addition to qualifying for the event in
June, they will also receive scholarship money
to continue their education
“Within our organization, we put a large
emphasis on education and community service,” Knutson said. “Our pageant is not based
just on looks as most people would assume.”
There are five areas of competition for each
title. Talent accounts for 35 percent of the final
score, interview is 25 percent, lifestyle and fitness in swimsuit is 15 percent, evening gown is
20 percent and on-stage question is 5 percent.
Carly Goodhart, Miss Dakota Rose 2015,
said each area of competition contributes to a
woman’s confidence, specifically the swimsuit
competition.
Goodhart said the judges aren’t looking
for a contestant that is necessarily “skinny”
through the swimsuit portion. “They (the judges) just want to see that the contestant is confident and living a healthy lifestyle,” Goodhart
said. “Skinny isn’t healthy.”
While all areas in the pageant are important for the contestant’s final score, there is one
that helps her explain her viewpoints more

thoroughly. The interview portion is completed several hours before the actual pageant, according to the Miss SDSU website.
“The judges want to choose a woman who
is well spoken, articulate and educated on current issues in society today,” Knutson said.
The impact of scholarships for these young
ladies is, as Knutson says, a huge help, but
there is a long lasting effect as well. Knutson
said the pageant circuit has helped her with
speaking in front of groups, staying up-to-date
with current events and to develop confidence.
After the three contestants are crowned,
they will be working diligently to prepare for
the 70th Miss South Dakota pageant in June.
When asked about her experience at the pageant, Goodhart shared how supportive the other competitors were.
“They were absolutely incredible,” she said.
“They’ll probably be bridesmaids at my wedding.”
Knutson and Goodhart’s experience with
pageantry is one they wish upon every young
lady.
“It doesn’t even feel like a competition,”
Goodhart said. “It feels like you’re going out
there competing against yourself, but with your
friends.”
With practices going all weekend, these ladies will be ready to compete for the titles of
Miss SDSU, Miss Brookings and Miss Dakota Plains on Feb. 28 in Doner Auditorium at 2
p.m.
“It’s a big weekend for the girls, but our
pageant is quite a production,” Knutson said.
“We strive to provide the audience with not
only a pageant but a show as well.”

ceeds from ticket sales fund the
Woodbine Music Scholarship.
Woodbine Productions presented the event. Tickets for
the event ran from about $15 to
$28.
“Getting performers to come
to South Dakota is not always
as easy as getting someone to
come to a major metropolitan
city,” Director of Development
for College of Arts and Sciences
Rina Reynolds said.
“We thought it was so important to bring the group here
to SDSU for the educational
value as well as the entertainment they provided,” she said.
The troupe’s movements on
stage were accompanied by traditional Chinese instruments,
adding calming notes to performers’ movements of beauty and higher pitched sounds to
accompany many of high-stakes
acts.
These acts included one act
where six performers balanced
atop six chairs, over 20 feet in
the into the air. This act earned
the group a place in the Guinness World Records.

Throughout the two-hour
show, several other acts involved plate spinning, tumbling and flipping through undersized rings and balancing
acts on poles. Many of the acts
evoked audible responses of
shock from the audience as the
performers continually raised
stakes.
“I think that what draws a
lot of people to the acts is the
danger,” Mindy Newman said, a
graduate of SDSU. “It wouldn’t
be as exciting if there wasn’t
danger involved.”
Newman accompanied her
mother to the performance. The
two had been looking forward
to the event when they heard
the group would also be performing at the Washington Pavilion in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
“I thought that the act
with the plates was interesting. There were about 30 different plates spinning at once and
nothing broke,” Newman said.
“We thought incredible and
they’re very talented. It’s a great
show.”

Book Review: The Cellar
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
Natasha Preston’s enticing novel, “The Cellar,” describes the
life of a young girl kept hostage
by a deranged man, attempting
to create a perfect family with
three other captives.
It all begins the night Summer Robinson was taken by said
maniac. Devastated, but not defeated, Summer’s friends and
family set out to find her, placing posters throughout the city
and calling attention through
the televised news. Little did
they know she was not lost at all.
The beloved daughter was just
down the road, trapped in a cellar, surviving on poorly cooked
meals and hope in the family’s
persistence.
With the overbearing scent
of lemon cleaning product and
fresh flowers, Summer can only
dream of one day breaking
through the cellar doors and returning to her family. However, she’s forced to decide if taking the chance of escape is truly
worth it since she’s seen the consequences far too often. Cleaning the blood of this maniac’s
victims was too much for Summer to handle. Death was the ultimate price, but what was living
if she was trapped anyway?
Preston is able to keep the
reader interested during this demeaning representation of what
the “perfect family” should be,
and it’s quite disturbing how she

achieves such a difficult task.
This page turner leaves the reader wanting more, but also wanting the suffering of the hostages
to end all in one.
The reader will be left on
edge as the three captives initiate the plan of escape, questioning whether or not the escape
will succeed. When the slightest glimmer of hope sparks within Summer, it is always crushed
by the maniac’s murderous ways
and deception.
However, with persistence
and sleepless nights, anything
is possible. Never give up. Never surrender. What’s around the
corner could be what we’ve always been looking for.
Rating: 4 out of 5 stars
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How to make your own
crayon candle:

ALLISON CHRISTENSON
Lifestyles Reporter

DIY Crayon Candle
What you’ll need:
• Crayons
• Wax cubes
• Small glass
• Toothpicks
• Wick (you can make your own with yarn or string if needed)
• Washer or other type of durable anchor
• Glue gun
• Pencil or pen to hold the wick in place
• Microwavable disposable cups (Dixie cups work well)

For those who don’t have a wick, you can
make your own. Here’s how:
1. Cut your string or yarn the height of your glass plus a few
inches. You will want it to be able to wrap around your pen
or pencil.
2. At one end of the string, tie on your washer.
3. Put one of your wax cubes in a Dixie cup then microwave
until it is completely melted.
4. Place your string or yarn into the melted wax to soak.
5. Once it is completely soaked in wax, lay it out on a plate or
paper towel to dry. Now you have a homemade wick.

Pisces

You’re all about putting in a few days of
hard work this week, but if you feel too
bogged down all of a sudden, move those
paws elsewhere! Minor details aren’t always the most efficient things to focus on.
It will be beneficial for you to visit those at
a later time and point your determination
towards the big picture.
Although others might have their ears
pinned back in frustration all week, you feel
confident and cool as a carrot. Your relaxed
demeanor will put others at ease. Take advantage of these chill attitudes and put those
ideas out there to have the best possible
chance of voiced approval.
You’re feeling exceptionally clever this
week, which gives you the confidence to get
your life back in order. However, there is
still great risk for disaster to strike at any
time. Remember to grab a power snack
(carrot, perhaps) and get plenty of exercise
(hopping, maybe) this week to prevent any
possible stress.

Ingredients:

ALLISON CHRISTENSON • The Collegian

This is the final product of the DIY Crayon Candle. Any color can be used
to add variety.

Greek Yogurt Banana Bread

• 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 1/2 tsp baking soda
• 1/2 tsp sea salt
• 2 large eggs, lightly beaten
• 2 medium, ripe bananas (1 cup mashed)
• 1/2 cup plain or vanilla Greek yogurt
• 1/4 cup maple syrup
• 1/4 cup brown sugar
• Optional add-ins: 1/2 cup chocolate chips, raisins or nuts, etc.

Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 350 F, and lightly grease a 9 inch by 5 inch bread pan.
2. In a large bowl, combine flour, baking soda and salt. Stir until well combined and set aside.
3. Lightly beat the eggs in a medium sized mixing bowl. Add mashed bananas, Greek yogurt, maple syrup
and brown sugar. Stir until well combined.
4. Pour the wet ingredients into the dry ingredients and stir gently. Do not overmix.
5. Pour the batter into the loaf pan, spreading it out evenly and bake for 35 to 40 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted into the middle comes out clean.
6. Remove from oven and let cool for about 10 minutes before transferring to a cooling rack to cool
completely.
Retrieved from http://www.runningwithspoons.com/2015/06/01/greek-yogurt-banana-bread/

Burrow any lingering emotional business today, for the less you cling to a feeling from the past, the easier it is to embrace the future. Although a series of mood
swings persist, displaying your vulnerability can be the push you need to fully appreciate the leaps you’ve made in the past and
the bounds you’ll make in the future.

Scorpio

Love has been, and will continue to be, the
center of your attention. Fortunately, this
week will bring strong, flourishing communication between you and your loving
jack. Keep your ears up. Your partner will
be telling you something that will surprise
and excite you!

The thought of initiating a first date with
someone special has been weighing on
your mind. This is a good time to schedule
it! An instant--and unforgettable--mental connection is guaranteed to transpire. Fluff that tail and comb those whiskers. That jack won’t be able to resist your
charm!

Capricorn

You have made your very first crayon candle.
Just wait until your friends and family see your
awesome DIY creation!

The thought that everything will work itself out with time usually holds its truth,
however, these words may not be the best
to follow this week. Rather than overthinking the best possible solution, just do what
makes the most sense. Keep your ears and
heart open this week.

You’re exhausted. Your mind and body has
incurred too much stress this past week.
As a result, you may have unintentionally
erased future plans with a fellow jack. Reassure this jackrabbit that you’re not trying
to be unfriendly, but you need quality alone
time to recharge.

Aquarius

1. Take your wick and tie one end to your
washer if you haven’t done so yet.
2. Take your glue gun and put a small
amount of glue on the bottom of the
washer. Then, place it on the bottom of
your glass to stick.
3. Wrap the other end of the wick around
your pencil or pen keeping it in place.
Note: make sure you have enough tension
on the wick so it doesn’t move when pour
ing the candle.
For this next section, keep in mind that
the ideal mixture is about 1/3 to 1/2 crayon with two wax cubes.
4. Take another wax cube and put it in a Dixie cup. Then, unwrap what crayons you
want to use and break them into smaller
pieces and place in the cup.
5. Microwave until it is completely melted
and stir everything together with a tooth
pick.
6. Pour the melted wax into your glass very
carefully and wait 10 to 15 minutes to dry.
7. Repeat steps 4 through 6 until the candle
is at your desired height.
8. Cut the wick about an inch above your last
layer.

You may feel the urge to leap away from
a persisting issue this week, but denial or
avoidance tactics will only end up making
matters worse. Don’t burrow your emotions into the depths of your unconscious.
Better the devil everyone knows than the
devil that remains a secret.

Sagittarius

Libra

Virgo

Leo

Cancer

Gemini

Taurus

You may be shying away from a family issue this week, but it’s likely better for yourself and your fellow jacks if you face it head
on. Perk those ears forward and listen to all
points of view to analyze the situation thoroughly. No one can realistically find you at
fault if you make a decision in pursuit of
what’s right.

Aries

Jack’s Weekly Horoscopes
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You’re usually quick to reserve your opinion until the opportune time. The pressure
has been building this past week, but rather than bursting out in anger, maybe participate in a friendly boxing match to let off
some steam is the safest way to go.
Your ears are knotted up in frustration
from being overly analytical about a situation that needs to remain neutral. To release the tension, voice your feelings to
the special jacks in your life and take a few
breaths. Your sincerity to others is what
matters most.
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‘He does whatever we ask’

Moffitt carves a key role with Jacks with versatility and toughness
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Reporter
Keaton Moffitt always wanted to play for
South Dakota State University after seeing Nate Wolters and the Jacks in the 2012
NCAA Tournament.
With the way SDSU is playing this year,
the senior guard might just get the chance
to also play in the NCAA Tournament and
represent the state of South Dakota.
“I saw them play in the tournament
when they played Baylor,” Moffitt said. “I
thought ‘how cool would it be to play on a
team like that’ and that’s when I realized
that this was the place for me.”
Moffitt is averaging 5.6 points a game,
which is far behind the Jacks’ leading scorers. George Marshall averages 16.1 points
a game and Deondre Parks averages 15.4.
SDSU Head Coach Scott Nagy thinks this
helps Moffitt, though.
“Scorers garner most of the attention from other teams,” Nagy said. “Deondre and George get most of the attention,
so that helps him be a better offensive player. He takes great shots, doesn’t force anything, and he’s probably the best penetrator
we have.”
Moffitt played high school ball at
O’Gorman High School in Sioux Falls where
he won back-to-back state titles, including
going undefeated his senior season.
“Those are still some of the best memories I have,” Moffitt said. “I grew up playing with a great group of guys and that just
made it all the more fun.”
Coming out of high school, Moffitt
wanted to play Division I basketball. There
was one problem. He was only receiving offers to walk on from Division I schools, including SDSU.
He had several Division II offers,
though, and it came down to deciding between University of Sioux Falls and Augustana University, both of which are located in
Sioux Falls.
“USF I could start right away so I
choose there,” Moffitt said. “Honestly
though, I wanted to go to SDSU from the
beginning, so I probably should’ve just done
that.”
Moffitt would start five of his first
eight games at USF before suffering a season-ending back injury during a game.
“Somebody set a screen on me and
their knee went into my back,” Moffitt said.
“Something just didn’t feel right, it took
me couple of days to get up and walk. So
I knew something was wrong and I went
to the doctor and, sure enough, I had two

stress fractures in my back.”
He would then start more than half of
his games in his sophomore season at USF
before deciding to transfer to SDSU for his
junior and senior seasons.
“I’m in the pharmacy program and we
have a really good pharmacy program here,”
Moffitt said. “I also wanted to prove to everyone that I could play Division I basketball.”
Moffitt would have to sit out his first
year at SDSU due to the NCAA transfer rules, but was thrown into the starting
point guard role just five games into his first
season in a Jackrabbit uniform. His first career start for SDSU was at the Pentagon in
his hometown of Sioux Falls against Florida
Gulf Coast University.
“That’s probably my most memorable
experience at SDSU, playing at the Pentagon in front of all my family. It was a really
cool time.” Moffitt said.
Nagy knew that it was going to be a
tough first game to throw him into the
starting role, but he impressedfinishing
with four points, five rebounds, three assists
and three steals.
“We put him in a tough spot,” Nagy
said. “Florida Gulf Coast had one of the best
point guards in the country but he played
very well and it worked out for us.”
Moffitt knows exactly what his role is
on the team, something you don’t see very
often at the Division I level.
“My role on the team is to be very versatile and do whatever the team needs me do.”
Moffitt said. “Whether it be rebound, score,
assist, whatever they need me to do.”
His coach knows how pivotal he is to
the team’s success.
“He’s a very versatile guy and he does
whatever we ask.” Nagy said. “He’s a really
good teammate and he doesn’t ask for any
attention.”
Moffitt works hard both on and off the
court. He’s trying to balance it out more because sometimes it can be a little too much.
“It’s tough, especially on road trips,”
Moffitt said. “A lot of long nights, I think
last year I pulled 10 all-nighters, but I’m
trying to keep that number down.”
The Jackrabbits are 21-7 and 10-4 in
the Summit League. Next weekend they will
head down to Sioux Falls and play in the
Summit League Tournament. If they win
they will earn a berth to the NCAA Tournament. But this Jackrabbit team wants to
do more than that. They want to give this
PHU NGUYEN• The Collegian
school their first NCAA tournament victory.
Which would be something special for Mof- Moffitt, shown hear against South Dakota, has been a big piece for the Jacks since his first D-I start. His
ability to defend multiple positions has allowed Coach Nagy lineup versatility seldom seen at this level,
fitt being from Sioux Falls.

Depth carries Jacks at conference championships

PHU NGUYEN• The Collegian

The SDSU men’s and women’s swim and dive team finished third and second, respectively, at the Summit League Championships in Indianapolis. Team depth provided the Jacks opportunities to pick up points despite Denver
dominating both competitions.

AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State University men’s
and women’s swim and dive teams competed in the Summit League Championships in Indianapolis. The women finished in second, while the men finished
third.
“I was very pleased on both ends of
it,” said SDSU head coach Brad Erickson.
“Denver is that top team. They are so far
ahead of the other schools, so it’s kind of
like competing for that other first place
[when competing for second].”
On the men’s side, the Jacks came into
the championships with aspirations of
taking second but fell short of the goal as
host Indiana University--Purdue University Indianapolis outperformed expectations.
“I thought it was going to be closer than it was, but their divers performed
better than expected,” Erickson said.
“That wasn’t the sole reason, but that
made it more out of reach. For them, being at home gave them a little bit of an

advantage. They were the better team for
that weekend.”
Chris Angerhofer, Ben Bolinske and
Wyatt Rumrill set individual school records on the final day of competition Feb.
20 at the 2016 Summit League Men’s
Swimming and Diving Championships,
leading South Dakota State to a thirdplace finish in the team standings.
Angerhofer, a junior from Sioux Falls,
lowered his own record in the 1,650-yard
freestyle, en route to a fifth place finish.
Rumrill set one of the oldest records
in program history by posting a thirdplace time of 2:01.31 in the 200-yard
breaststroke. Chad Thomsen set the previous record of 2:02.64 in 2007.
Bolinske, a senior from Williston,
North Dakota, broke his own standard in
the 100 freestyle on three different occasions Feb. 20. He clocked a record time
of 44.88 seconds in the morning preliminaries then tied for third place in the finals with a time of 44.53 seconds. In
the final event of the meet, Bolinske led
off the 400 freestyle relay with a time of
44.39 seconds in helping the Jackrabbits

set another school record with a time of
2:59.62, teaming with Pierce Oja, Tony
Mikrut and Daniel Jacobson for a thirdplace finish.
On the women’s side, the Jacks came
out on top of what looked like a fourteam race for second.
“That second spot really was up for
grabs, but our ladies stepped up to that
next level and just performed outstanding,” Erickson said. “It was a good end for
the season for our ladies. Just across the
board, every athlete performed well.”
The women were led by Olivia Olesiak’s high finishes in the dives, and
fourth place swims from Kristin Erf and
Alexandra Yaeger in the 200-yard breaststroke and the 200-yard backstroke, respectively.
Olesiak was runner-up in the 1-meter
diving competition Feb. 18 and turned in
a third-place finish on the 3-meter board
Feb. 20 evening with a score of 251.15
points. The senior from Wyoming, Minnesota, has qualified for the NCAA Zones
competition in early March.
Denver made it a sweep of the team

titles, winning the women’s division with
1,066 points. The Jackrabbits were second with 534.5 points, while the University of South Dakota used a late surge to
overtake IUPUI for third place by one
point, 490-489.
Depth was key for the Jacks, who
scored a lot of their points by stacking up
finishers behind the Denver swimmers
who were piling up in the top spots. According to Erickson, the ability to take
those points made all the difference for
the Jacks finishing as highly as they did.
“Because of Denver’s depth, that made
the other scoring positions more valuable,” Erickson said. “When you only
have half of the places that you’re scoring
points with, your No.1 and No. 2 have to
be really close to have that depth. I don’t
think we had anyone that didn’t score at
least one point, and that was big for us.”
Olesiak and fellow diver Joey Webb
are the only Jackrabbits who will continue their seasons from here since they
have qualified NCAA Zones at Texas
A&M in early March.
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Sports

in brief

Football
On Tuesday, March 2,
SDSU Athletic Director Justin Sell, university President
David Chicoine, head football
coach John Stiegelmeier and
CEO of First PREMIER Bank
Dana Dykhouse will be holding a press conference to announce the event that will officially open Dana J. Dykhouse
Stadium in September.
The event will take place on
Sept. 8, two days before SDSU’s home and stadium opening football game against
Drake on Sept. 10 and is ex-

sdsucollegian.com B2

pected to attract up to 25,000
people.
The press conference will
take place at 2 p.m. at the Sanford Athletic Jackrabbit Complex. Students are encouraged
to attend the press conference.
Details of the event will be announced at that time.
The university is keeping the nature of the September event a secret, but follow
@CollegianSports on Twitter
for live updates from the news
conference, including the big
revealing.

Feature Photo:

NEWS CONFERENCE: Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium, March 1, 2 p.m.

Golf

Softball

The SDSU men’s golf team
placed 14th at the 7th annual Wyoming Desert Intercollegiate, presented by Cleveland
Golf, at the Classic Club in
Palm Desert, California.
The Jacks shot an 899 on
the par-72, 7,322 yard course.
Kansas University shot an 866
to win the team portion while
Gonzaga’s Sean Walsh shot 209
in three rounds to win the individual portion.
SDSU freshman Alejandro Perazzo finished in a tie
for 19th place, shooting a final
round of 75 with a pair of birdies to finish with a final score
of 220.
The Jackrabbits return to
action March 5-6 when they
play in the Desert Mountain
Intercollegiate in Scottsdale,
Ariz.

SDSU softball picked up
its first win of the season over
the weekend thanks to Lauren
Chirnside’s walkoff two RBI
single in an 8-7 victory over
Princeton.
The win snapped an eightgame losing streak to open up
the season for the Jackrabbits,
who now sit with a 1-9 record.
Also in the win over Princeton, senior Devan Larson tied
the SDSU career home run record in the first inning against
the Tigers, scoring the game’s
first run.
SDSU closed the Maverick Invitational with a loss to
Princeton the following day,
finishing 1-5 overall in the
event.
The Jacks continue their
road schedule with the Central
Arkansas Invitational in Conway, Ark. with games scheduled against Belmont, Middle Tennessee, Arkansas-Pine
Bluff, Central Arkansas and
Louisiana-Monroe.

Wrestling
Former SDSU wrestlers Pat
Dorn, Paul Koenche and the winningest coach in program history
Jason Liles will be inducted into
the Division II Wrestling Hall of
Fame on March 10.
Dorn, a four-time All-American, competed at SDSU from
1986-1989, winning two national titles at 134-pounds in 1987 and
again in 1988. The Adrian, Minnesota native had a career record
of 100-33-3.
Koenche, also a four-time
All-American, competed from
1998-2001, qualifying for the
national tournament all four
years, placing sixth in 1998 at
134-pounds and second in 1999
before winning back-to-back national titles at 141-pounds.
Liles led the Jacks to top five
finishes in the NCAA Division II
National Championships in each
of his first nine years as SDSU’s
head coach after taking over the
program in 1993. Liles finished
his career with the Jackrabbits after the 2011-12 season, finishing
with a 149-141-5 record, becoming the winningest coach in program history.
The Division II National
Wrestling Hall of Fame Banquet
will be held at the Denny Sanford
PREMIER Center in Sioux Falls
on March 10.
NEXT UP: Big XII Championships, March 5-6, Kansas City

NEXT UP: February 26-28 @
Central Arkansas Invite

Baseball
SDSU baseball opened up
its season by dropping its first
four games of the season, two
each to Florida Atlantic and
Mississippi State in Starkville,
Miss.
Friday featured the first loss
for SDSU, falling 11-5 to Florida Atlantic before dropping
a 17-4 7-inning decision to the
11th-ranked Bulldogs on Saturday. Sunday featured losses to
both teams, falling 4-2 to Florida Atlantic and a 15-5 loss in
another 7-inning game against
Mississippi State.
Senior shortstop Cody Sharrow hit two home runs and had
four runs batted in throughout
the weekend. Sophomore Anthony Schneider had seven hits
in 14 at bats over the weekend
and scored three runs.
Baseball continues its
road schedule this weekend in
the Hughes Bros. Challenge
in Wilmington, N.C. against
UNC-Wilmington, Virginia
Commonwealth and two games
against Eastern Kentucky.
NEXT UP: February 26-28 @
UNC-Wilmington, Hughes Bros.
Challenge

PHU NGUYEN• The Collegian
Macy Miller receives a hug from Chloe Cornemann after the jersey auction to support breast cancer after the game on Tursday, Feb. 16. Miller’s
jersey got the highest bid at $2,050.

Senior’s walkoff gives Jacks first win

Athlete of
the Week

NEXT UP: Jackrabbit Invitational
@ Primm, Nevada

AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor

Lauren
Chirnside

For her two-RBI walk off single against Princeton that gave the South Dakota State softball team
their first win of the season, senior Lauren Chirnside
is this week’s Collegian Sports Athlete of the Week.
SDSU scored an unearned run in the bottom of
the sixth inning to tie the Tigers, and went into the
bottom of the seventh with the score still 6-6. With
the bases loaded and one out, Chirnside laced her
single and brought in a pair of runs to secure the
victory for the Jackrabbits.
Chirnside has started all 10 games for the Jacks
this year, and is third on the team with a .345 average. She is also tied for the team lead in RBIs with
six and tied for second on the team with two home
runs.
The Jacks will return to action this weekend with
five games at the Central Arkansas Invitational.
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Jackrabbits locking up top two-seed
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State men’s
basketball team went 1-1 last week
after falling to the Fort Wayne
Mastodons 91-79 Thursday, Feb.
18 and defeating the Western Illinois Leathernecks 87-67 Saturday,
Feb. 20.
With the loss to Fort Wayne,
they fell to second in the Summit
League behind the Mastodons.
The Jacks will have two home
games this week as they take on
North Dakota State Thursday and
Oral Roberts University Saturday.
The Jacks looked to be locked
into the two-seed for the conference tournament as they would
need Fort Wayne to lose both of
their games this week and win
both of their games to win the
regular season championship.
NDSU comes into the matchup with SDSU with a record of
8-6 in the Summit League, putting them fourth in the stand-

ings. The Bison could move up to
third if they beat SDSU and Denver this week but could also fall to
the sixth seed if everything goes
wrong this weekend.
The Jacks fell to the Bison in
their previous meeting in Fargo
68-57, a game where they shot 35
percent from the field and 20 percent from three. SDSU will probably be looking to show the Bison who they really are in the return meeting as the 57 points they
scored in the first meeting was
their lowest point total in conference play to this point.
As for Oral Roberts, they enter the week with a 6-8 Summit
League record and are scheduled
to play the University of Nebraska Omaha Thursday. Currently
sixth in the conference standings,
the Golden Eagles could move up
to fourth or move down to eighth
depending on what they do this
week.
The Jacks defeated the Golden Eagles in their last meeting 86-

74, a game in which SDSU controlled from the opening tip. Senior wing Jake Bittle made his
return to the lineup in the first
meeting and SDSU is 6-2 since
that meeting while Oral Roberts
is just 3-4 but have won each of
their last three games.
If the Jacks win just one of
their final two, they lock up a
top two seed. This is big because
the top two teams play Saturday night, the first night, of the
Summit League Tournament and
would then get Sunday off if they
were to win their first game.
Thursday’s game is at 7 p.m.
against NDSU and Saturday’s
game is at 4:30 pm against Oral
Robers. Both are in Frost Arena.
The Jacks are looking to extend
their home winning streak of 27
games, which is tied for the third
longest in the country. The Jacks
are also looking to go undefeated at home for the second straight
year and the fourth time in the
last five seasons.
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Freshman Mike Daum has been a big part of the Jacks success this year. His
play has him as a front runner for Summit League Sixth Man of the Year.

Wrestling team wraps up season with
sweep of NDSU, prepare for Big XII

Five seniors,
five different
paths to SDSU
AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor
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The Jacks have excelled in their fist season in the Big XII. Their 11-dual winning streak tied a school record, and proved they had arrived on the
national level

JALEN WILSON
Sports Reporter
With the regular season wrapped
up, the Jacks wrestling team has positioned themselves heading into
the Big 12 Championships coming
up March 5. The Jacks completed
the season sweep of conference rival
NDSU, beating them by a team score
of 23-14.
NDSU’s 17th-ranked in the country Joshua Rodriguez opened the
dual with a pin of Ben Gillette at 125
pounds, the Jackrabbits reeled off
wins in the next six weight classes.
Brance Simms began the streak
with an 8-0 major decision over
Nico Colunga at 133 pounds.
The next four Jackrabbit victories were all by decision as Seth
Gross, Alex Kocer, fifth-ranked Cody
Pack and Luke Zilverberg extending the SDSU lead to 17-6. All four
SDSU wrestlers have now won 20 or
more matches this season, with Zilverberg reaching the 20-win mark
on Sunday. Pack improved to 25-2
overall.
David Kocer recorded the sixth
and final win of the streak with a
10-2 major decision of Tyler McNutt
at 174 pounds. It was Kocer’s
team-leading 26th win of the season.
Fourth-ranked Hayden Zillmer of NDSU ended the Jack-

rabbit string with a 21-5 technical fall victory over Brady Ayers in
the 184-pound division and Bison
heavyweight Ben Tynan notched a
5-3 sudden-victory decision over
Alex Macki.
Fifteenth-ranked Nate Rotert
sealed the Jackrabbit victory with a
10-4 decision over Charley Popp in
the 197-pound weight class. A sophomore from Spearfish, South Dakota Rotert improved to 24-8 on the
season.
In their final 14 matches, the
Jacks went on an 11-match win
streak and finished 13-1 during this
span. This is the first time for the
team to move to a major conference
in the history of SDSU. The Jacks
ended the season 6-2 on their home
mat.
With all of these accomplishments, the Jacks’ biggest one was
becoming ranked in the top 25 by
USA Today for the first time ever in
their Division I history. They currently rank at the no. 22 spot in
the polls and have moved up every
week since being ranked.
The Jacks at this point in the
season have four wrestlers ranked
in the country in their respective
weight classes. Junior Ben Gillette
currently ranks tied for 33rd in the
coaches poll as he has posted a 1911 record throughout the season.

Fifth-year senior and three-time
national qualifier Cody Pack ranks
fifth in the 157-pound class. Pack
has only lost two matches out the
27 he has competed in and has been
the catalyst to the Jacks impressive
season.
Sophomore David Kocer solidified the 174-pound class for the
Jacks as he leads the team in wins
with 26 and currently ranks 30th in
the country.
Redshirt sophomore and former
national qualifier Nate Rotert has
picked up right where he left of last
year as one of the most dominant
wrestlers in the 197 class as he currently ranks 10th in the nation and
has posted a 24-8 record on the season.
The Jacks will be looking to
make some noise in their first Big
12 Championship competing for the
top spot in the conference. It is going to be no easy task as this team
will probably go through teams like
University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State, who they have previously lost to in the regular season.
The Jacks will be leaning on
their current hot streak to keep
them rolling through the tournament, which is in Kansas City at the
Sprint Center March 5-6.

In my four years at South Dakota State University, I’ve seen several different manifestations of
the SDSU men’s basketball team.
As a freshman, I saw Nate Wolters’ senior
year and watched them play a Michigan squad
in the NCAA Tournament that featured Trey
Burke and went all the way to the championship
game. I also saw a true freshman from Bixby,
Oklahoma enter the stage for the first time.
My sophomore year, we began life without
Nate and took a noticeable step back as key players attempted to fill star roles and Florida transfer Cody Larson adjusted to life back in South
Dakota. But another Sioux Falls native transferred in that year, too, from Division II University of Sioux Falls, even if it came with less fanfare.
Last year, a high-scoring shooting guard
came from the Junior College ranks and fired up
Jackrabbit fans. The excitement only increased
with the second-semester debut of a Wisconsin transfer who had been highly recruited out of
Chicago.
And through it all, a backup from Viborg,
South Dakota did yeoman’s work in practice and
eventually became part of the glue that held the
team together.
The five seniors who will be recognized Saturday after the Oral Roberts game all took very
different paths to the end of the road in Frost
Arena.
That freshman from Bixby is Jake Bittle,
who got his first collegiate start at the University of Minnesota in place of an injured Wolters
that first season. In his four years, he has turned
into an elite perimeter defender and a key cog
in Head Coach Scott Nagy’s team who can affect
the game without scoring.
That USF transfer? That’s Keaton Moffitt,
the O’Gorman High School (Sioux Falls) graduate who came to SDSU to continue his pursuit of
becoming a pharmacist and has made the most
of the opportunity to test his skills at this level.
Moffitt comes off the bench most nights, but often finds himself inserted into the starting lineup when one of the backcourt starters is injured.
And speaking of those backcourt starters,
they would be Deondre Parks, who transferred
from Iowa Lakes College, and George Marshall,
who came to Brookings via Wisconsin.
All Parks did in his first season was lead the
team in scoring while being named the Summit
League Newcomer of the Year and a All-Summit
League First Team member.
Marshall had an adjustment period after sitting out all first semester games last year due to
transfer rules but eventually found his groove
as the starting point guard, culminating with
a 24-point, six-assist performance in the program’s first Division I postseason win at Colorado State in the National Invitation Tournament.
Cory Jacobsen is the Viborg walk-on and the
heart of the team who has spent the most time at
SDSU as he reaches the end of his fifth year.
These five have had a variety of journeys and
helped this program to reach new heights in a
variety of ways. Their value cannot be overstated and hopefully they get the chance to go out in
style. And with the Summit League tournament
looming, they have the chance to do just that.
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No time to look back: Jacks jump forward
Jacks prepare to close out regular season
NATHAN GIESE
Assistant Sports Editor

PHU NGUYEN • The Collegian

Ellie Thompson goes up strong against the Denver defense for the shot attempt. The Jacks won their final home game over Denver 80-52.

In a battle for first place in the Summit League and bragging rights in the state, the South Dakota State Jackrabbits
were unable to avenge their loss to the South Dakota Coyotes from earlier this season.
Despite 21 points from sophomore Ellie Thompson and
18 from freshman Madison Guebert, SDSU (22-5, 12-2 in
the Summit League) was unable to contain the top offensive
team in the conference as the Coyotes shot 50 percent from
the field and got 21 points, 10 assists, five rebounds and four
steals from senior Nicole Seekamp to pick up the win.
“I thought it had some similarities to the game we
played against them in Brookings,” said SDSU Coach Aaron Johnston to reporters after the game. “In some ways we
were in the game and doing OK – [but] a lot of little things
caught us the same way here that they did there.”
The loss slots SDSU second in the Summit League moving into the final week of regular season action. However, all signs point to the Jacks and Coyotes meeting again in
the Summit League Tournament championship game.
“Yeah, any good challenge is always great,” Seekamp said
of a possible third meeting with the Jacks. “We aren’t going
to focus on that until it comes, but it wouldn’t be bad for the
fans and our team. If we keep the same focus we had in this
game we can do it again.”
Before that can happen, though, both teams have two
games scheduled for this week. The first seed in the Summit
League Tournament and the outright conference title are
still on the line, but the Jacks need help from other teams to
get those done.
If the Jacks win both games this week – at Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis and Western Illinois University – and the Coyotes lose both of their games
– at IPFW and IUPUI – SDSU would claim the Summit
League title and the top seed in the conference tournament,
which starts on March 5 in Sioux Falls. One win by the Coyotes this Thursday and the Jacks will have to settle for the
second seed.
The Jacks will look to get back on track on Thursday
against IUPUI. In their first meeting, SDSU was able to
outlast the Jaguars in double overtime at home. Guebert
sank a jumper from the free throw line in the final minute
to secure the 68-66 win.
IUPUI (19-8, 10-4 in conference play) presents an interesting challenge to the Jacks, especially considering that
first contest. The Jaguars sit in third place in the conference and play the two teams ahead of them in the standings (USD and SDSU) in its final two regular season games,
both at home.
Though they have two more conference losses than the
Jacks, all of IUPUI’s losses have come by six points or less.
Considering their youth, the close losses can come with inexperience.
Three of the Jaguars’ top five scorers are underclassmen,
identical to SDSU’s scoring distribution. Both teams rely on
younger players to lead them on both ends of the floor.
IUPUI is 10-2 at home this season while the Jacks are
7-2 on the road. Prior to Saturday’s loss, SDSU had won sixstraight road contests while IUPUI has won each of their
last five games at home.
A win against the Jaguars would secure the second seed
in the conference tournament for SDSU.
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